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Judges write the narrative that reaffirms the
Rule of Law in a free society — a society that is
increasingly diverse in terms of race, gender and
culture, and receives information in a variety of
ways. Using video clips, interactive exercises,
and legal opinions, this presentation explores
how judges can deliver more readable, relevant
and culturally informed opinions to an
increasingly diverse and technologically
sophisticated society.

Transgender people face many barriers to
justice, often based on misunderstanding and
stereotypes. This session will provide an
overview of what it means to be transgender
and common concerns that the transgender
population face when interacting with the legal
system. The faculty will also discuss current legal
issues particular to the transgender population
and provide information to help court
administrators respond to the public and ensure
respectful treatment.

This session will walk participants through
common issues that may arise during a domestic
violence trial and provide judicial officers with
practical solutions. The session will engage
participants using scenarios and responder
questions. Faculty will incorporate issues
including motions in limine, evidence issues,
practical aspects of having the victim in the
courtroom, and testimony.

This session will look at civil and judicial ethics
liability issues in light of shifting attitudes
toward sexual harassment. Experts in workplace
liability and judicial ethics enforcement will
update current law in both areas and make
recommendations for policies, procedures, and
good supervisory practices.

Trauma — exposure to a distressing event,
including experiencing or witnessing actual or
threatened violence — can have lasting
consequences. It can impact a person’s behavior
and ability to interact with systems like the
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court. Faculty will provide an overview of the
science and research behind the concept of the
neurobiology of trauma, and introduce practical
tips to improve the court experience for
everyone, including those who have experienced
trauma.

Most people in jail across the country, including
in Washington, are awaiting trial. Yet, pretrial
incarceration is contrary to the constitutional
presumption of release. Studies show pretrial
detention threatens jobs, housing, and family
support, and makes recidivism more likely. This
session will address: the harms of pretrial
detention; federal constitutional and
Washington bail law; interactive application of
Washington Criminal Rule 3.2; reforms from
other jurisdictions that have reduced their
pretrial population without affecting public
safety; and the cost savings of pretrial services
over jail as outlined in the recent report of the
Washington State Auditor’s Office.

This session will provide judicial officers
information on the youth brain and physical
development; the origin and impact of youth
trauma; of the role that implicit and explicit bias
plays in justice system encounters; and of the
collateral consequences of judicial decisions on
the youth, his/her community, and on society.
This session will also provide judicial officers a
road map to an improved and enhanced
understanding of these issues. The session will
provide critical information on restorative
justice, diversion, and other alternatives that
better meet the needs of youth, their families,
and the community.
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Learn about the crisis of missing and murdered
indigenous women and girls in Washington State
and what courts can do to be a part of the
solution. Native American women are
disproportionately affected by domestic
violence and sexual assault, and a recent report
showed that Washington was one of the worst
in the nation at solving cases of missing and
murdered Native American women — a
responsibility that falls within the justice system.
Participants will look into what is currently being
done, projects occurring

across tribal nations, and the judicial practice of
tribal courts.

Faculty will address domestic violence topics
and how they impact you, the judicial officer.
The session will utilize videos, case scenarios,
and group discussion to demonstrate the impact
of domestic violence on individuals and on
families. Topics will included legal and
behavioral definitions of domestic violence;
trauma response; counterintuitive victim
behavior; and common misperceptions about
domestic violence. Substantive legal and
procedural issues, such as types of protection
orders; firearms surrender; cases involving
children; evidence of domestic violence; and
lethality assessment will be introduced and
additional resources will be provided.
Attendees will participate in an interactive,
simulated exercise—Coming & Goings—which
will enable you to better identify the complex
reasons behind the choices domestic violence
victims make, including remaining in or
returning to an abusive relationship.

Domestic violence offenders and firearms are a
deadly combination—not just for survivors and
their families, but also for law enforcement, the
community, and offenders themselves (risk of
suicide). Since the Washington State Legislature
unanimously adopted the protection order
firearms relinquishment law (RCW 9.41) in 2014,
much has been done statewide to try to
implement and enforce these laws with the goal
of reducing preventable gun violence. This
interactive session is designed to address the
common issues judicial officers face on the
increasing number of cases involving firearm
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relinquishment orders, including how to uphold
protection order-related firearm laws while
safeguarding due process.

Guardians ad litem (GALs) can play an important
role in family law matters, but how much do
judicial officers understand their role? This
session is designed to help judicial officers
understand how GALs are trained, what their
reports should include, and how to recognize
when a report or testimony goes outside the
scope of a GAL's expertise or role. Faculty will
address the role of the court in ensuring GAL
investigations are conducted fairly and
adequately and that GAL fees not pose a barrier
to access. Using case scenarios to highlight and
showcase bias, faculty will also explore the
potential for GAL bias against LGBTQ parents or
children, parents or children of color, and
victims of domestic violence and discuss how to
address these biases.

This session is a follow up to the 2017 DMCJA
Spring Program session of the same name.
Perpetrators of stalking and intimate partner
abuse regularly misuse technology to harass,
monitor, surveil, and terrorize. This interactive
training will help judicial officers overseeing
cases that involve survivors of domestic
violence. A variety of telephonic, surveillance,
and computer technologies will be addressed,
along with an exploration of how different
courts have dealt with admitting tech evidence.
Staff from the Washington State Department of
Commerce will be leading a Poverty Simulation
Training for the DMCMA 2018 Regionals. This
simulation is designed to help participants
better understand the realities, complexities,
and frustrations of living in poverty day to day.
The experience will help those who frequently
deal with low-income individuals and families.
During the simulation, participants will take on
the lives of low income families.
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Transgender people face many barriers to
justice, often based on misunderstanding and
stereotypes. This session will provide an
overview of what it means to be transgender
and common concerns that the transgender
population face when interacting with the legal
system. The faculty will also discuss current legal
issues particular to the transgender population
and provide information to help court staff
ensure respectful treatment.

This program will provide judicial officers
information about the importance of the
perceived fairness of court procedures and
interpersonal treatment of litigants, otherwise
known as procedural justice. Research shows
that procedural justice is the primary factor in
litigants’ willingness to accept and comply with
decisions.

Increased compliance means: fewer violations,
reduced recidivism, smaller dockets, and cost
and resource savings. This session will address
the practical

application of the research on procedural justice
to

Washington State judicial officers, using
examples from the field.

New Evidence Rule 413 (Immigration Status)
takes effect in September 2018. This session will
prepare judicial officers to implement the rule. It
will also address related issues that the
geographically and economically diverse
immigrant population in Washington State may
face when accessing the courts. Topics include:
the legal landscape of immigration enforcement
and the importance of correct translation and
interpretation in court proceedings. In addition
to reviewing this complex and mobile area of
the law, this session will discuss practical policies
and procedures to increase access to the courts
for immigrant litigants.

This session explores the dynamics of intimate
partner violence and the role of the judicial
officer in developing clear and concise orders,
surrender of weapons, and impact on children.
Attendees will participate in an interactive,
simulated exercise—Coming & Goings—which
will enable you to better identify the complex
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reasons behind the choices domestic violence
victims make, including remaining in or
returning to an abusive relationship.

This session will build upon the 2016 SCJA
Program session entitled, Children of
Incarcerated Parents: Keeping Families
Connected. As a result of that session and other
work of the Incarcerated Women and Girls
Committee, the Gender and Justice Commission
convened a group of almost fifty stakeholders in
June 2017. The objective for this event was to
remove barriers that exist institutionally within
the courts and prison systems, and to create a
statewide procedure for incarcerated parents to
remotely participate in their family law and
dependency cases. Faculty will present on what
was learned at the event and their progress
toward creating a statewide procedure.

This presentation will review the complex and
mobile topic of immigration law, with an
emphasis on policies to increase access to the
courts for crime victims. Presenters will review
the current landscape of immigration
enforcement in Washington State and how
executive orders and Homeland Security actions
are affecting courtrooms. They will address
issues unique to immigrant crime victims,
including a judicial officer’s role in U Visa
Certification. Practical information on
courthouse procedures will be shared, including
the role of the court-appointed interpreter and
procedures for scheduling interpreters which
may expose immigrant litigants to immigration
enforcement encounters. Finally, this session
will help judicial officers begin preparation for
implementing new Evidence Rule 413 regarding
immigration status, which takes effect in
September 2018.

This presentation will review the complex and
mobile topic of immigration law, with an
emphasis on policies to increase access to the
courts for crime victims. This will include an
overview of the ways that immigration law
intersects with state courts and a review of the
current landscape of immigration enforcement
in Washington State. Presenters will address
issues unique to immigrant crime victims,
including a judicial officer’s role in U Visa
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Certification. Practical information on
courthouse procedures will be discussed,
including the role of the court-appointed
interpreter and procedures for scheduling
interpreters which may expose immigrant
litigants to immigration enforcement
encounters. Finally, this session will briefly touch
on new Evidence Rule 413 regarding
immigration status, which takes effect in
September 2018.

Using hypotheticals and participatory activities,
the first of these two sessions highlights
common interactions, both pleasant and
difficult, among judicial colleagues and staff and
identifies skills and personal attributes that can
be helpful in dealing with them. Using a
conversational format, the second session draws
upon the perspective of experienced appellate
judges whose interpersonal and conflict
management skills are widely respected by the
people with whom they work.

Perpetrators of domestic violence, sexual
assault, and stalking regularly misuse technology
to harass, monitor, surveil, and terrorize. This
interactive training will help judicial officers who
oversee cases involving survivors of domestic
violence understand what technologies are
being used and how it is impacting survivor
safety. A variety of telephonic, surveillance, and
computer technologies will be addressed, along
with an exploration of the role of judicial officers
in responding to technology and domestic
violence.

Line staff including clerks & security officers
received training on sexual violence 101, Sexual
Assault Protection Orders, neurobiology of
trauma, and a trauma-informed response to
court customers.

Transgender people face many barriers to
justice, often based on misunderstanding and
stereotypes. This session will provide an
overview of what it means to be transgender
and common concerns that the transgender
population face when interacting with the legal
system. The faculty will also discuss current legal
issues particular to the transgender population
and provide information to help judicial officers
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and court staff ensure respectful treatment of
those who appear before them.

Professor Edleson will review the research on
children’s exposure to adult domestic violence.
This will include children’s involvement in these
events, calling for help or fighting with the
abuser themselves, and what is known about
the overlap between child maltreatment and
domestic violence in the same families. He will
review trends in legislation and programs
responding to these children and their families
and draw on his three decades of extensive
national and international work on changing
policies and practices in response to children
exposed to violence in their families.

Explore the dynamics and considerations of
domestic violence and the role and
responsibility the judicial officer has in court and
in the community related to domestic violence
issues.

Attendees will participate in an interactive,
simulated exercise—Coming & Goings—which
will enable you to better identify the complex
reasons behind the choices domestic violence
victims make, including remaining in or
returning to an abusive relationship.

Using examples from current events, judicial
officers will learn about the complexities of
practicing cultural competence in protection
order proceedings and procedural justice. As a
result of this session, judicial officers will be able
to incorporate measures to promote
understanding of the protection order process,
and practical and cost-efficient ways to make
the protection order process more accessible to
litigants.
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